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Also announced at the meeting was similar research conducted by British

scientists, except in human embryonic cells.

The researchers, from the University of Sheffield, have proved that embryonic
stem cells can develop into early forms of cells that become eggs or sperm.

"Ultimately it might be possible to produce sperm and eggs for use in assisted

conception treatments," said the university's Prof Harry Moore.

"This is a long way off and we would have to prove it was safe because, for

example, the culture process may cause genetic changes."
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